
 
 

 

 

History  

 

Progression of Vocabulary 

 



 
 At EYFS:  At Key Stage One: At Lower Key Stage Two:  At Upper Key Stage Two: 
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 Today, day, long ago, 

yesterday, the past, week, 
tomorrow, the future 

Today, Now, Hours, Tomorrow, 
Yesterday, Then, After, Before, Weeks, 

The present, Year, Decade, Century, 
The past, Long ago, The future, Day, 

Week, Month, Long ago, Ancient, 
Modern Sequence, Chronological 

Order, Recent History, Earlier, Later, 
Decades, Centuries 

AD/BC, Eras, Timeline, Period, Millennium, 
Thousands of years, Time, Difference, 

Similarity, Continuity, Change 

AD/BC (CE / BCE), Cause, Consequence, 
Anachronism, Legacy Short- and long term 

timescales, Difference and significance, 
Trends 
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Object, book, picture, 
photograph, ask, homes, 

houses and buildings, 
because 

Curiosity, Detective, Investigate, Ask, 
Object, Artefacts, Books, Pictures, 
Photographs, Surroundings, Local, 

Homes, houses and buildings, Explain, 
Used for, Timeline, Date Order, 

Similar, Different, Because, Important 
Question, Artefact, Newspapers, 

Websites, Historians, Primary 
/Secondary Evidence, Information, 

Like or dislike, Significant, Tally chart, 
Changes, Observe, Non-fiction books, 
Maps, Internet, Research, Buildings, 

Places, Historical event 

Questions, Opinion, Experts, Bar graph, 
Compare, Initiate, Theme, Place, Investigate, 
Locality, Eyewitness account, Similarities and 

differences, Archaeologists, Excavation, 
Perception, Think critically, Use judgement, 
Firsthand evidence, Second-hand evidence,  

Satellite images, Respond, Aerial photographs, 
Source, Collect, Record, Analyse, Data, 

Compare, Locations, Developments, Impact on 
life, Argument, Interpretations, Develop 

perspective, Oral history, Myths & Legends 

Primary source, Secondary source, Suggest, 
Compare, Collect, Record, Analyse, 

Historical maps, Different scales, Contrast, 
Analyse trends, Influence, Identify, 

Hypothesis, Sift arguments, Sources, Infer, 
Reliable Fieldwork, Conduct, Research, 

Primary source, Secondary source, Evaluate, 
Collect, Record, Analyse Conclusions, 

Advancements, Interpretations, Cause and 
effect, Structured Accounts, Omissions, 
Impression, Biased, Motive, Propaganda 
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What are our favourite 
celebrations each year?  
 
Why we wear different 
clothes at different times of 
the year?  
 
How have I changed since I 
was a baby?  
 
Today, yesterday, then, 
now, before I was born, 
when (parents/g. parents) 
were little, a long time ago, 
old, new picture, story, 
object 

The Great Fire of London  
Britain, London, Capital City, 17th 
Century, Pudding Lane, Bakery, River 
Thames, Plague, Rebuilt, Great fire, 
Samuel Pepys, Diary, Tower of London, 
Burning, leather bucket, Axe,  
 
Changes Within Living Memory  
changes, domestic life, clothes, 
transport, communication methods, toys 
and books, food, music, accounts, first-
hand 
 
Significant People – (Explorers) 
Explorer, Past and  Present, Differences 
and similarities, Events, Old/new/young, 
Before/after/a long time ago, Days, 
months, years 
 
Queens of the past 
Monarch, Past and Present, 
Chronological order, Differences and 
similarities, Victorian Era/ Tudor times, 
Old/new/young, Before/after/a long 
time ago, Days, months, years 
 
Local History – BFC and Burnley 
Burnley Football Club, town,  

WWII 
Axis, Allies, Nazi, Evacuation, Evacuee, Blitz,  
Luftwaffe, Refugees, Anne Frank, Winston 
Churchill, Battlefield, Siren, gas mask, air raid, 
Blitz, Invade, 
 
Victorians / Industrial Revolution 
chimney sweeps, injuries, Factory Act, The 
Ragged Schools Union, The Education Act, 
population boom, reform, agriculture, livestock, 
cottage, industries, inventions, large towns, 
factories, textiles, mills, back-to-back terracing, 
polluted, poor quality, diseases, cholera, 
diphtheria, cramped, overcrowded, railways, 
automobile, canals, roads, steam, coal, power, 
Empire, Colonies, era, industrial revolution, mass 
production, poverty, sanitation 
 
The Great Fire of London / Plague 
(Recap KS1), Architect, Sir Christopher Wren, St 
Pauls Cathedral, Lord Mayor, Samuel Pepys, King 
Charles II, 
 
Pendle Witches 
Witch, Wizard, Cauldron, wand, broomstick, 
potion, cackle, cloak, spell, witchcraft, trial, fair, 
unfair, coven, evidence, Lancaster,  
 
Tudors 
Wives, monarch, reign, heir, Henry VII / VIII, 
Edward VI, Mary, Elizabeth, Katherine of Aragon, 
Anne Boleyn, Anne of Cleves, Jane Seymour, 
Catherine Howard, Katherine Parr, Parr, 
reformation, gallows, treason, wattle and daub, 
thatch, 

Saxons / Vikings   
Anglo- Saxons, Celts, Britons, Christianity, 
Heptarchy, Kingdoms, Pagans, Picts, Rebellion, 
Scots, Convert, Danegeld, Danelaw, Enslave, 
Monastery, Pagan, Peace treaty, Plunder, Raid, 
Vikings 
 
Maya Civilisation 
Codice, Chichen Itza, Cacao, Ajaw, Kukulkán,  
pok-ta-pok, huipil, kin, uinal, Popol Vuh, Ahau, 
Dynasty, Maize, Codex, Hieroglyphics, Haab, 
Tzolk’in, 
 
Romans    Amphitheatre, Aqueducts, barbarian, 
citizens, client kings, culture, emperor, empire, 
Latin, rebellion  
   
Ancient Greece  
Agora, Aristotle, BCE, Civilisation, Golden age, 
Hellas/ Hellenes, Polis, Philosophy, Athenians,  
Spartans, Democracy, Olympics, Zeus, Column, 
loincloth, Apollo, Sacred, Truce, Temple, 
Acropolis, Parthenon, Marathon, Citizen, 
Alphabet, Tragedy, Hellenistic, Mythology, 
 
Ancient Egypt    
Pharaoh, Tomb, Pyramid, Hieroglyphs, Vizier,  
Scribe, Sarcophagus, Mummy, Papyrus, Scarab, 
Amulet, canopic jar, after-life, irrigation, Shaduf, 
Sphinx, Oasis, Egyptologist, 
Ankh, Barter, Rosetta Stone, 
 
Stone Age to Iron Age- (Stonehenge) 
Archaeologist, bronze, extant, extinct, evolve, 
glacier, homo sapiens, ice age, Neanderthals, Ore 

 


