
 

 

Inquisitive minds shape our world 

Music Policy 

Intent 

At Worsthorne Primary School, we believe that teaching and learning in music 

is important because it stimulates creativity, imagination and inventiveness. 

We want our children to love music. We want them to have no limits to what 

their ambitions are and grow up wanting to be music producers, songwriters, 

composers or rockstars! We aim to give children access to an engaging and 

fun music curriculum reflecting the world they live in now, but at the same time 

giving them access to musical styles throughout history. Children are able to 

listen and appraise a variety of musical styles alongside performing pieces 

and creating their own compositions through the use of instruments and 

technology. To achieve this, all children access a variety of musical games, 

songs, instruments, music workshops, and extra - curricular activities giving 

them practical hands on experience. We hope children continue to grow in 

confidence as they progress through the musical curriculum and become 

passionate in their responses to music. Added to this, we want children to 

become more independent learners within this area, reflect upon their learning 

and develop resilience within the musical world. 

Values 

Our school values are supported through our teaching and love of music in 

school. The music curriculum is exciting and engaging, enabling children to 

“think, question, problem solve and reason and offers hands on experience.” 

Our values of resilience, independence, reflection, confidence, respect and 

most importantly, creativity are active elements of our music lessons.  

Implement 

To achieve the above, we do the following:  

General class teaching: 



The music curriculum ensures students sing, listen, play, perform and 

evaluate. This is embedded in classroom activities as well as singing 

assemblies, various concerts and performances, the learning of instruments, 

and the joining of musical ensembles. The elements of music are taught in 

classroom lessons so that children are able to use the language of music to 

discuss it, and understand how it is made, played, appreciated and analysed. 

In the classroom students learn how to play various un-tuned and tuned 

percussion instruments. In doing so they understand the different principles of 

creating notes, as well as how to devise and read their own musical scores 

and basic music notation. They also learn how to compose focussing on 

different dimensions of music, which in turn feeds their understanding when 

listening, playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using body 

percussion, vocal sounds and technology is also part of the curriculum, which 

develops the understanding of musical elements without the added complexity 

of an instrument. 

EYFS 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage we provide opportunities for children to: 

 sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 

 perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when 

appropriate – try to Move in time with music. 

KS1 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and 

speaking chants and rhymes; 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically; 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality 

live and recorded music; 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-

related dimensions of music. 

KS2 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 

playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression; 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-

related dimensions of music; 

  listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural 

memory; 



  use and understand staff and other musical notations; 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 

recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians; 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Our school uses the Kapow scheme as the basis for the teaching of music. 

This, alongside the the school's own thematic curriculum has influenced how 

we have planned our music units of learning for each year group. Where 

possible, music units of learning have been matched to the year group 

themes. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop 

their skills and knowledge in each teaching unit, the planned progression built 

into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged 

as they move through school. 

 

Subject leader  

A good music leader ensures that all pupils can develop their musical ability 

and knowledge, and learn the skills required to work like a musician. They 

plan improvements that builds their school’s music curriculum, raises 

standards for pupils and leads colleagues to teach music better.  

Music leaders: 

  keep up to date with broad developments in music education, and consider 

how to share these with colleagues and pupils where appropriate;  

 are aware of, and take responsibility for, developments that affect school 

music policy, including health and safety;  

 are aware of, and take responsibility for, addressing gender stereotyping in 

music lessons and enrichment activities;  

 implement a whole-school vision for music, and advise and support 

colleagues on the pedagogy and appropriate resources to achieve it;  

 ensure that they access continuing professional development (CPD) for 

leadership of music and that colleague’s access CPD to address their 

requirements too;  

 coordinate and support the organisation of enhanced activities such as the 

choir, performances etc; 



 monitor the provision of music and pupils’ progress, and contribute to the 

strategic development of learning in school. 

Oracy 

Pupils can develop their language skills through singing songs, with alteration 

to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. Pupils will develop their 

communication and listening skills through learning to listen to and interpret 

music, and communicate their ideas effectively. 

Inclusion 

Musical activities are particularly effective in the education of children with 

learning difficulties of any kind, ranging from physical to social to emotional 

problems. Music is broad and ‘open-ended’, making it accessible to all and 

providing opportunities to solve problems, to work independently, to work as a 

group and to be responsible for self-regulation. Most musical activities work 

well as class lessons and are appropriate for all children of any ability. At 

Worsthorne, it is important that every child feels comfortable and is able to 

demonstrate their musical skills and compositions without feeling 

embarrassed and all teachers in school endeavour to promote confidence and 

the unique abilities of every child. Children are assisted with being taught 

through a wide range of teaching styles i.e kinaesthetic, visual and oral. 

Children are also encouraged to learn songs from other cultures to broaden 

their own understanding of the wide world and ensure that every child at the 

school feels included.  

Wider school opportunities 

Children are able to access peripatetic lessons which are privately funded. 

These are provided by external providers and children access these outside of 

the music lesson.  

Lancashire Music Service are delivering whole class instrumental tuition to 

two year groups this academic year – brass lessons offered to Year Five and   

Children in Key Stage Two are able to join the school choir and can take part 

in events such as carol-singing at local events and Young Voices in the Co-Op 

Live Arena in February/March.  

Children in Year Six take part in an annual production at the end of the year to 

showcase their musical and acting talents.  

Parental Engagement 



Parents have many opportunities for involvement in the musical life of the 

school throughout the academic year. Attendance at Christmas and at the 

Year Six production applies to a large amount of parents. Limited 

opportunities to watch performances in school linked to the whole class 

instrument lessons will also be provided. 

Cross-curricular links 

Wherever possible, the music curriculum will provide opportunities to establish 

links with other curriculum areas.  

English: pupils can develop their reading and writing skills through various 

listening and appraising activities. Pupils will develop spoken language skills 

through lyric work and the poetic nature of musical words. Pupils can develop 

their language skills through singing songs, with alteration to diction, meaning, 

rhythm and rhyme. Pupils will develop their communication and listening skills 

through learning to listen to and interpret music, and communicate their ideas 

effectively. 

Maths: pupils may develop their understanding of patterns and processes, 

through practising rhythm and paying attention to the structure of music.  

Computing: pupils learn to use technology to compose music, and enhance 

their research skills through the internet. Pupils have the opportunity to listen 

to music electronically and record their compositions electronically. 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (SMSC): pupils will learn to 

work effectively with their peers and others, and build positive relationships. 

Pupils will learn to build their self-confidence through learning to play musical 

instruments and participating in musical performances. Pupils learn to reflect 

on mood and senses through listening to and interpreting music. Pupils can 

develop an understanding of other cultures and develop positive attitudes 

through appreciating music from other societies. 

Impact 

Assessment  

Whilst in school, children have opportunities to forge their own musical 

journey, which allows them to discover areas of strength, as well as areas 

they might like to improve upon. The integral nature of music and the learner 

creates an enormously rich palette from which a child may access 

fundamental abilities such as: achievement, self-confidence, interaction with 

and awareness of others, and self-reflection. Music will also develop an 



understanding of culture and history, both in relation to students individually, 

as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children are able to enjoy music, 

in as many ways as they choose - either as listener, creator or performer. 

They can discuss music and comprehend its parts. They can sing, feel a 

pulse, add rhythms and create melodies in a group and they can further 

develop these skills in the future and continue to enjoy and embrace music in 

their lives. 
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