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Music Policy  
 

Intent  
 

At Worsthorne Primary School, we believe that teaching and learning in music is important because 
it stimulates creativity, imagination and inventiveness. We want our children to love music. We want 
them to have no limits to what their ambitions are and grow up wanting to be music producers, 
songwriters, composers or rockstars! We aim to give children access to an engaging and fun music 
curriculum reflecting the world they live in now, but at the same time giving them access to musical 
styles throughout history. Children are able to listen and appraise a variety of musical styles 
alongside performing pieces and creating their own compositions through the use of instruments 
and technology. To achieve this, all children access a variety of musical games, songs, instruments, 
music workshops, and extra - curricular activities giving them practical hands on experience. We 
hope children continue to grow in confidence as they progress through the musical curriculum and 
become passionate in their responses to music. Added to this, we want children to become more 
independent learners within this area, reflect upon their learning and develop resilience within the 
musical world.  
 

Implement  
 

To achieve the above, we do the following:  
General class teaching  
The music curriculum ensures students sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded 
in classroom activities as well as singing assemblies, various concerts and performances, the 
learning of instruments, and the joining of musical ensembles. The elements of music are taught in 
classroom lessons so that children are able to use the language of music to discuss it, and 
understand how it is made, played, appreciated and analysed. In the classroom students learn 
how to play various un-tuned and tuned percussion instruments. In doing so they understand the 
different principles of creating notes, as well as how to devise and read their own musical scores 
and basic music notation. They also learn how to compose focussing on different dimensions of 
music, which in turn feeds their understanding when listening, playing, or analysing music. 
Composing or performing using body percussion, vocal sounds and technology is also part of the 
curriculum, which develops the understanding of musical elements without the added complexity 
of an instrument. 
 

EYFS  
In the Early Years Foundation Stage we provide opportunities for children to:  

 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 

 Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to 
move in time with music. 

 
KS1  

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

KS2  
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 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 

Resources  
 The Art and Design subject leader will order art resources towards the end of each term for 
specific topics and units of work. A request for alternative or additional resources can be 
made at this time.  
 The resources are stored in labelled boxes in the Art cupboard (near the library) and should 
be returned after use. This store cupboard should remain organised at all times.  
 Each classroom has their own stock of basic art equipment (such as paintbrushes, paint 
palettes and paint).  
 Sketchbooks will be ordered by the subject leader when needed. Children should use one 
sketchbook throughout EYFS and KS1 and then 2 sketchbooks during their time in KS2 (one 
for LKS2 and one for UKS2).  
 Teachers will have access to supporting materials from the subject leader, for 
example exemplar pieces and photographs. The subject leader is also available to help with 
planning.  
 Tools and equipment such as glue guns, batik pots, printing equipment and sewing 
resources are safety checked annually and replaced when required.  

 
 
 

Impact  
 
Assessment  
Whilst in school, children have opportunities to forge their own musical journey, which allows them 
to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon. The integral nature 
of music and the learner creates an enormously rich palette from which a child may access 
fundamental abilities such as: achievement, self-confidence, interaction with and awareness of 
others, and self-reflection. Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in 
relation to students individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world. Children are able to 
enjoy music, in as many ways as they choose - either as listener, creator or performer. They can 
discuss music and comprehend its parts. They can sing, feel a pulse, add rhythms and create 
melodies in a group and they can further develop these skills in the future and continue to enjoy 
and embrace music in their lives. 
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