
Year 1 Spring Term 2 

Hi everyone, 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Family Album’. 

 

English  

Over this half term, we will be focussing on traditional tales, recounts and our main focus fiction 

text will be the Gingerbread Man. We have already had a troubled start to our half term as the 

cheeky Gingerbread Man that we made escaped from the oven! The children found great 

amusement with the pictures of where he had been found in our school.  

The children will be continuing to explore story maps and focus on retelling the story using story 

book language. We will be putting actions to the story to help us remember what happens. 

A story that will help us with a recount will be ‘You Must Bring a Hat’. This story is a bout a hat 

party. We will create our own hat party by; making invitations, decorations, lists of party games 

and food and of course, making our own hats. The children will then focus on how we celebtated 

during the party and write down the events that happened using time connectives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phonics is taught daily. We are getting ready for phonics screening which is a ‘game’ that we play 

with the children where they have to spot monster and real words by reading using their 

phonics. You will begin to have some examples sent home so that you can practice at home too. 

The children do enjoy to collect and sort them! 

 

Reminders for reading: 

The children will bring home two reading books in their red bags each day. These books will need 

to stay in the red bags as we do extra reading. We will put on the front of the reading book bag 

which day they will be changed. Please read each day with your child. You may only get through 

2/3 pages or you might read a whole book. Please do not worry about how much they do, a little 

everyday will help them so much.  

We also have the online books too. I know some children have really enjoyed these and I will 

update them as often as I can. You can write in their reading record books if you have read any 

of them. 

To help your child develop their reading skills they need to: 

- Sound out and blend a word themselves. Try not to do this for them unless they are really 

struggling. 

- Re-read the sentence every time they sound out a word (yes, this will take a long time but it 

helps with their understanding of the text and their fluency). 

- Speedy read the sentence so they can understand what they have read. 

- Answer questions you ask them about the text (this will show if they have understood it). 

 



Spellings: 

We have our spelling test on Fridays (sometimes we do get very busy and forget!) and I will send 

their spelling book home for you to have a look at. Please don’t worry about them getting them 

wrong, they are trying their best with very difficult words. Practise them out of order each 

time as they get used to writing them in the same order.  

I have sent out the spelling for the following half term on email and on Seesaw. Please see a 

copy below also: 

 
Letter Formation: 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
We are having a push on correct letter formation in school. I encourage all children to start on 

the line and then say ‘lead in…’. Please have a try at home.  

 

Mathematics  

This half term we will be learning and practising skills to enable the children to:  

- Place value within 50 including: representing a digit with the correct amount of objects, 

using the language of how many tens and ones, using the skill of subitising where needed, 

using tens frames, recognising numbers as digits and as words, more/less, comparing 

numbers (greater/smaller), ordering numbers, counting forwards and backwards and 

understand tens and ones using the Base 10 equipment to help. 

- Continuing to develop our skills of addition and subtraction within 20 including: using 

part/part/whole models, number bonds up with any number up to 10 and 20, add/subtract 

using a variety of methods, fact families (which numbers can we use to add and subtract e.g. 

3+4=7 7-3=4) 

- Count forwards and backwards up to 100 from any number. 

- Writing number names and spelling them correctly 

- Length and height 

- Weight and volume 

 

Throughout our maths lessons, the children work practically using equipment which helps them 

to visualise their learning. Practical equipment is always available for the children and we teach 

them how to use it effectively. Once they are more comfortable with this, we use pictures and 

use equations to deepen their understanding.  
 

 

 

Topic  

Science is all about scientific enquiry where the children will be exploring what happens to 

different materials such as cornflour (slime) and making chemical reactions with and acid 

(vinegar) and alkaline (bicarbonate of soda). 



History is exploring what we were like as babies, notable events in our life time, member of our 

family (generations) and what toys were like in the past. 

Geography is all about our world, focussing in on the United Kingdom, its countries and capital 

cities. If you have any postcards from the UK, they will be very welcome! 

We have a lot of Art looking at self-portraits using different media and exploring artists who 

drew and painted in a variety of ways. The children will experiment with using charcoal and 

shading, exploring mixing skin tones and painting self-portraits. 

In music, we will be choosing instruments to add to the story the Gingerbread Man; exploring 

rhythm, pitch and tempo. We will look at the Philharmonic Orchestra retell of the story the 

Gingerbread Man on BBC iPlayer. 

 

Home Learning  

Please encourage your child to: 

- Read their reading book each day for 10 minutes 

- Practise spellings 

- Read the common exception words 

- Use the app NumBots to practise counting, subitising, adding and subtracting. 

- Practice reading real and monster words. 
 

PE  

Our PE days are Thursday and Friday. We have to follow Health and Safety 

regulations which states that all jewellery must be removed. Please can you ensure that your 

child does not wear items to school like earrings, necklaces and bracelets. If they do, then 

children will be asked to remove these and store them in their red bags. Studs must not be worn 

for PE so also please remove these on PE days.   

 

Forest school 

We are still having forest school on Tuesday afternoons up until the end of this half term. 

Please provide your child with layers of warm clothes, hats, scarves and gloves, waterproof 

jackets and trousers and wellies. Please keep checking text messages as sometimes it may be 

cancelled due to the weather. 

 

Water  

Please send your child in with water in a bottle each day. If I could ask that you do not put 

these in their red bags as they may leak and ruin the reading books. 

  

If you have any worries or concerns, you are always welcome to contact me at the beginning or 

end of the day. My email address is l.obrien@worsthorne.lancs.sch.uk and I will always try and 

get back to you as soon as possible.   

  

Thank you for your support, 

 

Mrs O’Brien  
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